basketball team are off
to Christchurch next
month for the national
finals.

The Hisbiscus Hawks
finished third in the
qualifying tournament
at the ASB Stadium
last month and will join
North Harbour, west
Auckland and Auckland
for the trip south.

“The boys have had
to work extremely hard
this season and this re-
sult was hard earned
and well deserved,”
says coach Jayson John-
son.

“We have trained up
to four times a week for
the past nine months
and competed in three
tournaments over this
period of time, with
pleasing results.”

Mr Johnson says the
team is committed to
being as prepared as
they can for the event.

“They will be com-
peting against 15 other
teams who have quali-
fied in the top four for
their region.

“The best placing we
have achieved in this
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Going south: The Hawks are heading to Christchurch for the national
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finals. Back row from left: Waterboy Paul Griffin, manager Monette Ger-
rand, Jaylen Gerrand, Andrew Crawford, Marco Hofma, Kurt Brame,
Jacob Smith, and coach Jayson Johnson. Front: Angelo Alcantara, Logan
Keightley, Mitchell Griffin, Sam Winks, Ben Castle and Alex Jin.

age group in the past is
11th, so we are looking
to improve on that,” he

says.
Already two team
members have been

identified by Basketball
New Zealand and in-
vited to attend a cluster
camp where 20 players
will be selected to rep-
resent the New Zealand
Koru Team for their age

group.

“This result is also a
reflection of how com-
mitted our families are
and how successful and
supportive our local
community have been
for our boys,” says man-
ager Monette Gerrard.

There will be a fund-
raising evening with
local band Austin Rd at
the Silverdale Bowling
Club on September 19.
Doors will open from

7.30pm and the
closes at midnight.

Tickets cost $15 with
all proceeds going to-
wards the Christchurch
trip.

Only 300 tickets are
available. To book con-
tact Jo Seed on 027-227-
8509.

For more details about
the team email Monette
Gerrand at monette.
gerrand@gmail.com.
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